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Twenty-year-old Ariana Miyamoto (in the center above) was delighted to be
crowned Miss Universe Japan in 2015. Ariana was born in Japan, has lived there
all her life, and Japanese is her first language, but her success was not
universally welcomed in Japan. For many Japanese people her skin color and
appearance mean she is not an appropriate person to represent Japan at the Miss
Universe contest. Ariana’s mother is Japanese, while her black father is from
Arkansas in the USA. In Japan this makes her ‘hafu’ or ‘half’ rather than ‘fully’
Japanese. Some Twitter users openly asked, ‘Is it OK to select a hafu as Miss
Japan? Another said, ‘It makes me uncomfortable to think she is representing
Japan. Ariana also says she is more likely to be congratulated in the streets by
non-Japanese tourists than by local Japanese people.

Derogatory™

terms for people of mixed race are not unusual and have been
used in many other cultures. Until the 1970s in Britain, for example, the term
‘half-caste’ was widely used with reference to the children of white and black
parents. Half-caste was also commonly used in British colonies around the world.
In Australia the term was used to describe children born to white colonists and
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indigenous® Aboriginals® And although these instances may appear to be
simply descriptive, they were associated with ideas of racial purity (Ccaste is
derived from the Latin word castws, meaning ‘pure’) and the weakening of the
supposedly superior white race through racial mixing. Thus, the concept of half-
caste was used in negative ways and mixed-race children were stigmatized® and
treated as outsiders.

“ how her best friend at school - also hafu -

Ariana Miyamoto recounts
committed suicide, in part, she says, because his foreign’ appearance meant that
he was always considered an outsider in his own country: ‘We used to talk a lot
about how hard it was to be hafu. He wanted to talk about why we are excluded
from others three days before he died. He used to say it was very difficult for
him to live.” Despite this, Miyamoto argues that, in the relatively homogeneous®
Japanese society, the concept of hafu has allowed her to better understand and
embrace her own identity: “There is no word like hafu outside Japan, but T think
we need it here. In order for us mixed kids to live in Japan, it is indispensable
and I value it.” We also have to remember that she did win the Japanese contest,
which suggests that the stigma associated with hafu status may be starting to
break down.

Miyamoto’s experience illustrates something of the complexity of ideas of
race, ethnicity, nationality and identity that circulate within and across societies.
Her mixed-race parentage is perceived as a ‘problem’, but is ‘Japanese’ a racial
category, an ethnic group or simply a type of nationality? What are the

differences between ‘race’, ‘ethnicity’ and ‘nationality’? Hafu seems to refer to a

small group of mixed-race people within a homogeneous majority population, but

is this true? Given the long history of cross-cultural contact and the continuous
mixing of peoples, is it more accurate to say that most of us are, in some way,

‘hafu’, while racially pure groups are in fact the tiny minority?

Hi#L : Anthony Giddens and Philip W. Sutton, 2017, Sociology, 8th ed., Polity
Press, 661 H/n 5 662 BE TE —#i%ED L, 5(H
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