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Afterword Shibata Masayoshi,
Chairman of 150th Anniversary History Editorial Committee

When I was requested by President Nakamura to edit and publish this 150th anniversary history 
as part of the university’s 150th anniversary celebrations, I remembered that the university had al-
ready published a two-volume history of the university and a one-volume collection of photographs 
for the 50th anniversary of its founding. This made me wonder what the significance of a separate, 
new book on its 150 years of history could be.

However, that thorny issue was easily resolved for me in a sense. Just as the shape of the ves-
sel determines the shape of the water it holds, so too the concept of 150th anniversary history was 
shaped simply from its appearance and its needs. Aiming to fall somewhere between a massive tome 
for researchers and a tourist pamphlet, of a size and weight easily able to be taken even on trips over-
seas, and one that is full of episodes illustrating the university’s long history. The goal of our 150th 
anniversary history was quickly clarified into informing readers, in a visual style and in clear and 
simple prose, of the spirit of Kanazawa University, and the temperament of its students.

The design team of Professor Miyashita Takaharu of Kanazawa University, famous for his role in the restoration of the Florentine 
frescoes, and two graduates of the Faculty of Education (Fine Art) made this concept possible. Take this completed book in your 
hands. The bold, and at times free, brushstrokes across the cover and on each page inside represent the unbroken flow of time. You 
might also discover the flowers of the acanthus plant, which are used in the university crest. The book’s cover is also designed to be 
reminiscent of the gold leaf and lacquer that Kanazawa is famous for. The Editorial Committee is very pleased to be able to provide 
you with a book on the university’s 150 years of history with such careful design sense.

Time has passed since then, and we have now reached 150 years since our first roots were planted. In the same way as when a 
major season changes, we are filled with a pleasant anticipation. Henceforth, each time we attempt to take hold of that future we 
dream about, we shall continue to feel as if we have awakened from sleep. As a poet once felt…

April is the cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
Memory and desire, stirring 
Dull roots with spring rain.                  The Waste Land, 　T. S. Elliot
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■Photo Credits (page/photo numbers in parentheses)
50 Years of Kanazawa University(10 upper, 18 lower right, 19 lower, 45 upper, lower right, 48, 49 upper right, 67 upper 

right, lower left, 88 upper left)    50 Years of Kanazawa University in Photos(13 lower left, 14 left, 15 lower, 16, 17 upper left, 
upper right, lower left, 18 upper, lower left, 20 upper, lower, 32, 33 right, left, upper, background, 39 upper left, lower left, 
upper right, 43 upper, 44 lower right, 46, 49 upper left, 50 lower left, lower right, 57 upper left, 60 upper, 61 upper, 84 lower 
left, lower middle, 88 lower left, 91 right, 95 upper right,)    100 Years of Kanazawa University Faculty of Medicine(52upper)    
100 Years of Kanazawa University Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences(14right)    ISHIN(Medical Art)(89 lower left)    Kanazawa 
City History: Overview Volume(33 lower left)    Photo Collection of Youth Songs from the Former Fourth Higher School(Noto 
Printing Corporation)(20 middle, 22 upper)    Tracing the Academic City Kanazawa and the Fourth Higher School(21 upper left)

Fourth Higher School Alumni Association(22 lower, 23 lower right, 29 upper left)    General and Cardiothoracic Surgery, 
Kanazawa University Hospital(28 second from the right)    Kanazawa University Cancer Research Institute(28 second from 
the left)    Kanazawa University Faculty of Medicine Memorial Hall(13 upper left, upper right, 15 upper left middle, upper 
right middle)    Kanazawa University Library(12, 17 lower left, 20 left, 21 lower left, right, 23 upper, lower left, 24 lower left, 
25 upper right, 35 lower, 38, 40 upper left, lower, 41)    Kanazawa University Museum(29 lower right, 40 upper right)

Arhives of Modern History Records, Kanazawa Tamagawa Library(8 upper)    D.T.Suzuki Museum (25 upper left, lower)        
Great People of Kanazawa Memorial Museum(10 lower,  30 left)    Hokkoku Shimbun(47 lower, 69 lower, 105 left)    Ishika-
wa Nishida Kitaro Museum of Philosophy(24 upper)    Ishikawa Museum of Modern Literature(26 lower right, 27 left, upper 
right, lower right)    Ishikawa Prefecture(24 lower right, 31right)    Kanazawa City(26 upper)    Nakaya Ukichiro Museum of 
Snow and Ice(31 lower left)    Tokuda Shusei Kinenkan Museum(26 lower left)

Furu Akiko(105 lower right)     Miyamura Shigenobu(68, 69 upper right)    Murai Akio(31 upper left)    Nakamura Shin-
ichi, President (29 upper right)     Yamade Tamotsu(104 upper, lower right)    Yamamoto Hiroshi(28 right)

Uncredited photos are from Kanazawa Daigaku no Ayumi, were provided by the university’s Office of Public Relations, or 
were taken by the authors themselves.
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This book is a translation of the original Japanese edition, with some cuts to the main text and chronology as determined 
by the Editorial Committee.

Unless otherwise noted, the articles in this book are based on the university as it was on April 1, 2012.
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